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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 24, 31, and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as 
failing to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject 
matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably 
convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application 
was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. The specification does not support 
adding additive material via the claimed roller assembly to the web and then reeling the 
paper web onto a second bobbin as instantly claimed. The specification only discloses 
using the roller assembly in connection to a cigarette-making machine but not with 
winding the coated wrapper onto a second bobbing. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-3, 5-9, 11-16, and 18-2-23, 25-30,32-34, and 36-40 are rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Smeed et al (US 4,619,278). Smeed 
discloses an apparatus and method having the claimed means for supplying a strip of 
paper, deemed as element 7, means for applying a predetermined patter, deemed as 
rollers stations 12-14, the claimed means of controlling heat, deemed as heater 17, and 
means for winding the paper web as deemed as means 30. 
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As for claim 2, 12, 19 and 40 the claimed predetermined pattern, is deemed as 
the pattern in the form of dots or bands as shown in figures 4-5 applied to rollers 12-14. 

As for claim 3 and 9, the dryer 17 would inherently use a form of radiant heat to 
heat the heated air. 

As for claim 5, 11, and 18 the bobbing 18 is capable of holding the claimed paper 
roll with the expected width since the width of the paper reel is the diameter of the 
cigarette eventually formed and the total length of the paper wound on the paper reel 
would be sufficient to provide paper to the cigarette machine without periodic changes 
to the paper reel. 

As for claim 6,13 and 20, the applied additive would be expected to be place at 
the middle of the paper wherein it will eventually be the wrapper of a cigarette in order 
to avoid the additive from flowing out. 

As for claim 8 and 16, the inspection is done by monitor 26. 

As for claim 14, as noted in Col. 8,lines 5ff, the reel 30 is then unwound to form 
individual reels to be used in a tobacco rod machine. 

As for claim 15, it is inherent that the additive applied in solid form in order to be 
capable of been wound on to a reel and then transferred onto another reel. 

As for claims 21-22, the apparatus of Smeed is capable of using the claimed 
liquids. 

As for claim 23, the reel 30 may be used as claimed. 

As for claim 25, 32 and 36, the applied additive would inherently alter the burn 
characteristics of the smokable rod made from the wrapper of Smeed. 
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As for claim 26-27, 33-34, and 37-38, the rewind unit 30, which is controlled by 
constant torque motor, determines the speed of the web hence indirectly controlling the 
position of the additive material. 

As for claim 28, the claimed devices would inherently be used in order to split the 
reel 30 into a plurality of individual reels to be attached to each cigarette making 
machine. 

As for claim 29, see above. 

As for claim 39, the cigarette-making machine would inherently provide a glue 
line in order to seal the wrapped tobacco rod. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3) Claims 4, 10, and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Smeed et al (US 4,619,278)in view of Collins et al (US 5,200,020). Smeed is silent 

heating the paper wrapper using microwave units. However, Collins discloses using hot 

air, microwaves or other forms of heating to set the adhesive being placed on a 

cigarette paper wrapper (Col. 4, lines 30ff). Hence, at the time the invention was made, 

it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to use other forms of 

heating such as microwave heating as taught by Collins in order to set the additive 

provided on the cigarette wrapper of Smeed. As shown by Collins, using microwaves to 
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set the adhesive is an alternative means, obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, to 
heat the paper wrapper. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are 
, moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Carlos Lopez whose telephone number is 
571.272.1 193. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. 8am - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steven Griffin can be reached on 571 .272.1 189. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




